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Q 131. What are the duties of equals?

A The duties of equals are, to regard the dignity and worth of 
each other,1 in giving honor to go one before another;2 and 

to rejoice in each other’s gifts and advancement, as their own.3

1. 1 Pet. 2:17. 2. Rom. 12:10; Phil. 2:3.  3. Rom. 12:15–16; Phil. 2:3.

Q 132. What are the sins of equals?

A The sins of equals are, besides the neglect of the duties 
required,1 the undervaluing of the worth,2 envying the gifts,3 

grieving at the advancement of prosperity one of another;4 and 
usurping preeminence one over another.5

1. Rom. 13:8. 2. 2 Tim. 3:3; Prov.14:21; Isa.65:5. 3. Acts 7:9; Gal. 5:26. 4. Num. 12:2. 5. 3 John 9; Luke 22:24.

Q 133. What is the reason annexed to the fifth
 commandment, the more to enforce it? 

A The reason annexed to the fifth commandment, in these 
words, That thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD 

thy God giveth thee,1 is an express promise of long life and 
prosperity, as far as it shall serve for God’s glory and their own 
good, to all such as keep this commandment.2

1. Ex. 20:12. 2. Eph. 6:2–3; Deut. 5:16; 1 Kings 8:25.
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