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Q 20. What was the providence of God toward man in
the estate in which he was created?

A The providence of God toward man in the estate in which he 
was created, was the placing him in paradise, appointing him 

to dress it, giving him liberty to eat of the fruit of the earth;1 put-
ting the creatures under his dominion,2 and ordaining marriage 
for his help;3 affording him communion with himself;4 instituting 
the Sabbath;5 entering into a covenant of life with him, upon 
condition of personal, perfect, and perpetual obedience,6 of which 
the tree of life was a pledge;7 and forbidding to eat of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil, upon the pain of death.8

1. Gen. 2:8, 15–16. 2. Gen. 1:28. 3. Gen. 2:18; Matt. 19:3–9; Eph. 5:31. 4. Gen. 1:26–29; Gen. 3:8. 5. Gen. 2:3;
Ex. 20:11. 6. Gen. 2:16–17; Gal. 3:12; Rom. 10:5. 7. Gen. 2:9; Gen. 3:22–24. 8. Gen. 2:17; James 2:10.

Q 21. Did man continue in that estate wherein God at
first created him?

A Our first parents being left to the freedom of their own will, 
through the temptation of Satan, transgressed the command-

ment of God in eating the forbidden fruit; and thereby fell from 
the estate of innocency wherein they were created.1

1. Gen. 3:6–8, 13; Eccl. 7:29; 2 Cor. 11:3.
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